
In the meantime it is likely that the bridge will need to be 
made safe in the short-term with the bridge, sadly to 
remain closed. 
  

 
Some of the many Supporters to re-open the crossing 
 
Our vision to ‘Reopen a crossing at Stowfield’ will only 
succeed with the backing of the community. At this stage 
we hope you will all get behind the Heritage Lottery Fund 
bid. Thank you for your support and please get in touch 
through our Facebook page or speak to one on the 
steering group if you would like to help. 
 

Cllr Sid Phelps  
Chair of steering group 

 

 

 

 

  

Newsletter: Winter 2017/18 
 

Residents & walkers will be aware that since the Lydbrook  
Black Bridge (aka Stowfield Viaduct) was closed in March 
2016, a steering group has been set up with one aim: to 
Reopen a crossing at Stowfield.  Ideally this would involve 
the historic Black Bridge, but if not – another way will need to 
be found

 



 
The two detailed engineering reports were 

obtained and after some 
lobbying, the Feasiblity 
Report was finally 
obtained by late summer.  
 
The report contained 
some large figures 
including around £1.4M 
for full  repair. 
 
Following further 
lobbying and public 
support from Wye Valley 

Tourism, Forest of Dean District Council and The 
Ramblers, the Steering group met with 
Gloucestershire County Council staff and 
council lors (who take responsibil ity for repairs). 
 
A plan was agreed that involves the Wye Valley 
AONB Unit helping Gloucestershire County 
Council and Herefordshire Council prepare a bid 
to the Heritage Lottery Fund to be submitted in 
February 2018, and if this is successful, a phase 2 
submission in December 2018. 
 

 

 
The view from Herefordshire 
 

Myself as Ward Councillor for Kerne 
Bridge Ward, Cllr Barry Durkin our 
Cabinet Member for transport and 

roads, and the Leader of 
Herefordshire Council, Cllr Tony 

Johnson, are totally unified in our 
desire to work together with 

Gloucestershire County Council to 
ensure the long term sustainability of 

Lydbrook Bridge. As is the local 
parish council, Goodrich & Welsh 

      Bicknor.  
 
The public right of way in Herefordshire, reaching the 
halfway point across the bridge, is already recorded on our 
definitive map, but that does not mean that we have 
nothing more to do. Indeed, with significant external 
funding required to successfully repair the bridge, we ask 
all stakeholders, in Herefordshire and beyond, to prioritise 
and do all they possibly can to support the Heritage Lottery 
Funding application which is imminent and in our view key 
to an early resolution of the challenge of restoring the 
Black Bridge.  
 
I’m an active member of the steering group and as a link 
for all Herefordshire Black Bridge queries, please contact 
me via: paul.newman@herefordshire.gov.uk.  
With many thanks, Paul Newman 
 
 


